
REMEMBERING

Hamish Ian Fisher Simpson
July 31, 1936 - May 31, 2025

Tribute from Haywards Funerals

Haywards Funerals staff send our condolences to family and friends.

Tribute from W Paterson Ferns, C.M.

Relation: Colleague and friend

I have just learned of Hamish's passing. He was a great friend and influence. I spent my gap year

teaching at Glenlyon during the transition from father to son as Headmaster. (1963-64) I had a

wonderful year thanks to the Simpson Family, the staff, parents and boys. Hamish and Tricia became

very close as we each created our families: both our first sons were named Andrew. Both our second

children were girls. Our third was a boy and theirs a girl. We reconnected in Toronto when Hamish

was Headmaster of the Prep School at UCC and my Andrew was a pupil. We all visited on Salts

Spring. Hamish was good man, a fine educator and a terrific husband and father. He will be missed

and will remain strongly in my memory as the best of friends. May he rest in peace.

Tribute from Derek Wilkinson

Relation: Student at Glenlyon School when Mr. Simpson was headmaster

Mr. Simpson was the headmaster at Glenlyon when I attended there from 1972 to 1977, and always

presented a wonderful example of living your life with community,  integrity,  and service.  I remember

him once telling me that it isn't enough to just go out and do  the sports and activities you enjoy; if you

like doing those things you must also support them with your time and talents.  I recall questioning him

as to where the fun was in doing that, but Mr. Simpson promised me that by helping others it would

make my participation much more enjoyable.  And 48 years and many thousands of volunteer hours

later my life has been immeasurable enriched by that one simple life lesson.  Rudyard Kipling wrote a

book about his school experiences, and he prefaced that book with a poem that applies to many

teachers, and definitely to Mr. Simpson.  The first verse says:

"Let us now praise famous men, men of little showing.  For their work continueth, broad and deep

continueth,  long and strong continueth,  far beyond their knowing"


